


All color illustrations based on Jane Austen quotes are by Charles E. Brock from an 
1895 edition of Pride and Prejudice.

All costume sketches are early designs created by Deb Trout for Portland Center Stageôs 
production; therefore, the ýnal costumes that you see on stage may differ.



Chapter 43. 

The introduction, however, was 

immediately made. 



When you attend Portland Center Stageôs production of Pride and Prejudice, youôll 
notice that Jane Austenôs classic novel has been adapted differently from how you 
might expect. Instead of relying solely on dialogue (conversational exchanges between 
characters), adapter Marcus Goodwin also has the characters narrate their actions in 
the third-person at times. Both dialogue and narration have been taken strictly from 
Jane Austenôs novel; her words have been cut and re-shaped, but nothing new has 
been added. For instance, Goodwin has the þirtatious Lydia say, ñLydia, with perfect 
indifference, continued to express her admiration for Captain Carter,ò rather than 
inventing dialogue for Lydia in which she expresses that admiration.

The following excerpt from the script illustrates how the entire acting ensemble works 
together to narrate Austenôs story. It takes place early in the play, when the Bennet 
family meets Mr. Bingley and his friend Mr. Darcy at a ball.

ELIZABETH: Another young man entered the room with [Bingley]; his name 
was:

MR. DARCY: (stepping forward) Mr. Darcy.

ELIZABETH: He soon drew the attention of the room by his

LYDIA: handsome features

KITTY: noble manner

MRS. BENNET: and the report which was in general circulation

SIR WILLIAM LUCAS: within ýve minutes of his entrance

KITTY: of his having

MRS. BENNET: TEN THOUSAND A YEAR!

(Simultaneously, everyone freezes and the music stops. Mr. Darcy looks around, 
embarrassed.)

This style of literary adaptation, and the script of Pride and Prejudice, comes to us 
from the Book-It Repertory Theatre in Seattle. On its website, www.book-it.org/
about.htm, Book-It describes its history and mission thus:

Book-It Repertory Theatre began in 1990 as a company of actors touring 
throughout Washington, performing at social service agencies, schools, 
community centers, and libraries. In the unique Book-It style that preserves the 
narrative text as it is spoken, not by a single ñnarratorò but as dialogue by the 
characters in the production, actors performed short stories and reached many 
audiences who had never seen live theatre. The subject matter of the stories 
encouraged discussion of topical issues and inspired audiences to read. 

Book-Itôs main goal has always been to bring classic and contemporary writing 
to the stage and convert literary works into theatre. By bringing books to 
the stage, Book-Itôs performances directly address the issue of literacy by 
striving to make the joy of reading accessible to everyone. Performing books 
instead of plays allows the Book-It theatre experience to spark the audienceôs 
interest in reading and to challenge the audience to participate by using their 
imaginations.
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England, the early 1800s.  Mrs. Bennet is delighted to hear that a wealthy young 
bachelor, Mr. Bingley, is renting Netherýeld Hall, a nearby manor.  She is determined 
that Bingley will marry one of her ýve daughtersðJane, Elizabeth, Mary, Kitty, or 
Lydia.

The Bennets ýrst meet Mr. Bingley at a ball.  They ýnd him very agreeable, but his 
sisters and especially his best friend, Mr. Darcy, are surprisingly proud and snobbish.  
Bingley and Jane are mutually attracted to one another, and dance together much 
of the night.  Mr. Darcy refuses to dance, dismissing the vivacious Elizabeth as ñnot 
handsome enough.ò  However, he ýnds that he cannot forget her face.

Kitty and Lydia are overjoyed to learn that a militia regiment will be posted in 
the village for the winter.  They are especially charmed by an ofýcer named Mr. 
Wickham.

Jane accepts an invitation to dine at Netherýeld, and catches cold on the way.  
She is forced to stay at Netherýeld until she recovers, and Elizabeth goes to 
stay with her.  In the evening, Elizabeth accuses Mr. Darcy of being proud and 
resentful, and he accuses her of willfully misunderstanding him.

When Mr. Wickham becomes acquainted with Elizabeth, he tells her that his late 
godfather was Mr. Darcyôs father.  Wickham says that Darcy became jealous of him 
and refused to give him the money that his godfather had promised.  Elizabeth and 
Wickham attribute this sad turn of events to Mr. Darcyôs pride.

Quite suddenly, Mr. Bingley and his party leave the area, to live in London for the 
winter.  Jane goes to stay with London relatives in the hope that Bingley will call on 
her while she is thereðbut to no avail.

One night, Mr. Darcy calls on Elizabeth and makes a startling speech: despite 
himself, he has fallen in love with her, and though he cannot tolerate her family, he 
is proposing marriage to her.  Offended by the rather backhanded nature of Darcyôs 
compliments, and unable to forgive Darcy for both disinheriting Wickham and 
ruining Janeôs happiness (a charge which Darcy does not deny), Elizabeth soundly 
refuses him. 

The next morning, Mr. Darcy gives a letter to Elizabeth that attempts to explain 
why he tried to separate Mr. Bingley and Jane, and denied Mr. Wickham his money.  
Regarding the ýrst offense, Darcy claims that when he observed Jane at a ball, he 
thought she seemed rather indifferent to Mr. Bingley.  Therefore, he dissuaded his 
friend from marrying her.  Regarding the second offense, he explains that he had 
indeed followed his fatherôs instructions and given Mr. Wickham money with which 
to study law.  However, Wickham wasted the money and lived a dissipated life.  When 
Wickham asked for more money in order to become a clergyman, Darcy denied it 
him.

Chapter 3. 

 Darcy on Elizabeth 

 ñShe is tolerable, but not handsome 

enough to tempt me.ò



After reading the letter, Elizabeth is ashamed that she did not recognize Wickhamôs 
true nature.  She is glad that Wickham is soon to leave the neighborhood, along with 
the rest of the militia regiment.  However, the captain of the regiment invites Lydia to 
accompany them to their next posting, in Brighton.  Lydia gleefully accepts.

Elizabethôs aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner, invite her to vacation with them in 
Derbyshire.  While there, Elizabeth receives an urgent letter from Jane informing her 
that Lydia has run off with Mr. Wickham.  Even worse, Jane suspects that Wickham 
does not intend to marry Lydia.  Elizabeth feels that this event shames her entire 
family, and makes it impossible for her to continue her relationship with wealthy 
families like the Darcys.

Elizabeth and her aunt and uncle rush back home.  Mr. Gardiner goes to London and 
discovers that Wickham is there too, with Lydia.  They are not married, but if Mr. 
Bennet will provide them with one hundred pounds per year, the marriage will take 
place.  Mr. Bennet agrees, but wonders why Wickham has asked for so little money, 
especially because Wickham is deeply in debt.  He worries that Mr. Gardiner has put 
up some of his own money to bribe Wickham.

The newly married Lydia visits her family, and reveals that Mr. Darcy had something 
to do with her marriage.  Mrs. Gardiner tells Elizabeth the full story, that Mr. Darcy 
paid Wickhamôs considerable debts.  Elizabeth continues to reevaluate her feelings 
for Mr. Darcy.

Mr. Bingley returns to Netherýeld, bringing Mr. Darcy along.  Darcy has since 
apologized to his friend for trying to separate him and Jane.  Jane is nervous to 
see Bingley, but tries to reconcile herself to never being anything more than his 
acquaintance.  Elizabeth knows better, and leaves Bingley alone with Jane so that he 
can propose to her.  The entire family is thrilled.

While walking with Mr. Darcy in the garden, Elizabeth suddenly thanks him for his 
kindness to Lydia.  Darcy confesses that he did it only for Elizabethôs sake.  He asks 
Elizabeth if her feelings toward him have changed since he proposed to her.  She 
admits that they have, completely.  Both Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth agree to forget 
what happened in the pastðhis pride, her prejudiceðas they start out on a new life 
together.
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Mr. Bennet

MR. BENNETðA country gentleman.  Uses dry wit to survive living in a house full of 
women. 

MRS. BENNETðGossipy, excitable, foolish.  Preoccupied with marrying off her 
daughters.

JANEðThe eldest Bennet sister, and the most beautiful.  Gentle, calm, sweet-
natured.

ELIZABETHðThe next eldest sister.  Her fatherôs favorite.  Witty, intelligent, 
spirited.

MARYðThe middle sister.  Plain, bookish, moralizing.

KITTYðThe fourth sister.  Often feels overlooked.

LYDIAðThe baby of the family.  Flirtatious, bubbly, heedless.

MR. FITZWILLIAM DARCYðA wealthy young gentleman.  Notoriously proud and 
reserved.

MR. CHARLES BINGLEYðA wealthy, amiable young gentleman who moves into the 
Bennetôs neighborhood.

MISS CAROLINE BINGLEY and MRS. HURSTðMr. Bingleyôs snobbish sisters.

MR. GEORGE WICKHAMðA dashing young militia ofýcer.  Charming but 
untrustworthy.

MR. AND MRS. GARDINERðMrs. Bennetôs brother, and his wife.  Much loved by the 
Bennet girls. 



Chapter 56.

Lady Catherine: 

ñMiss Bennet, I insist on being 

satisýed.ò
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Chapter 37.

Lady Catherine: 

ñI assure you, I feel it exceedingly.ò 

Jane Austen was born on December 16, 1775, the seventh child of Reverend George 
Austen and his wife Cassandra.  The family had an extensive library and encouraged 
young Jane to take advantage of it.  Her education mainly occurred at home, where 
she also learned ñaccomplishmentsò such as drawing and music.  Austenôs favorite 
authors included Samuel Richardson, William Cowper, and Fanny Burney.  Between 
the ages of thirteen and seventeen, Austen produced what is now known as her 
Juveniliaðmany satirical sketches that often parodied literary conventions of the day.  

By her early twenties, Austen had written drafts of Sense and Sensibility, Pride 
and Prejudice, and Northanger Abbey.  In 1803, she sold Northanger Abbey to a 
publisher for the paltry sum of ten pounds, but it was not printed at that time.

Austen much enjoyed her life in the village of Steventon, in Hampshire.  She was very 
close to her only sister, Cassandra, and also fond of her many brothers, nieces, and 
nephews.  As for Austenôs personality at that time, there are conþicting reports.  A 
neighbor described Austen as ñthe prettiest, silliest, most affected, husband-hunting 
butterþy,ò which seems hard to reconcile with the keen wit that Austen displayed 
from such a young age.  In contrast, another friend said that Austen was ñno more 
regarded in society than a poker or a ýre-screen, or any other thin, upright piece of 
wood or iron that ýlls the corner in peace and quietness.ò  

Jane Austen never married.  She had a few suitors and once accepted a proposal of 
marriage from a family friend, Harris Bigg-Wither, but changed her mind the next 
day.

Austen wrote very little from the years 1801 to 1809, during which time the family 
lived away from Hampshire.  First, they moved to the fashionable city of Bath, for 
Mr. Austenôs health.  Austen is said to have disliked city life, although it did provide 
her with some material for her novels; both Northanger Abbey and Persuasion take 
place in Bath.  After Mr. Austenôs death in 1805, the family (now consisting of Jane, 
her mother, and her unmarried sister Cassandra) moved to Southampton to live with 
Janeôs brother.

In 1809, the women moved back to Hampshire, and Austen took up writing again, 
with great productivity.  She revised and published Sense and Sensibility (1811) and 
Pride and Prejudice (1813), then wrote Mansýeld Park (1814) and Emma (1816).  
Austen did not publish any of these novels under her own name, simply crediting 
them to ñA Lady.ò

Austen took ill at this time, but managed to complete a ýnal novel, Persuasion.  
Throughout the ýrst half of 1817, her illness worsened; modern scholarship suggests 
that the condition was Addisonôs Disease.  Jane Austen died on July 18, 1817, at 
the age of forty-one.  Her brother Henry supervised the posthumous publication 
of Persuasion and the early novel Northanger Abbey, and publicly identiýed Jane 
Austen as the author for the ýrst time.  In the ñBiographical Noticeò he wrote to 
preface to these novels, he made much of Austenôs ladylike accomplishments and her 
Christian character. Austenôs nephew James Austen-Leigh reinforced this impression 
of Austen as having lived a quiet, morally upright life: ñOf events her life was 
singularly barren: few changes and no great crises ever broke the smooth current of 
its course... There was in her nothing eccentric or angular; no ruggedness of temper; 
no singularity of manner...ò
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In Jane Austenôs own time, her novels were publicly admired by Sir Walter Scott and 
the Prince Regent, and her status as a writer has only increased over the years.  She 
is the only English-language novelist prior to Dickens that still has a wide popular 
readership.  Austen has long been a subject of scholarship and literary criticism, 
including feminist criticism.  In A Room of Oneôs Own, Virginia Woolf praised Austen 
as one of the only women with the ñintegrityò to ñwrite as women write, not as men 
write.ò  Woolf said that Austen was willing to write honestly, from a traditionally 
feminine perspective, about ñwomenôs concernsò like marriage, ignoring ñall that 
criticisméof that purely patriarchal society.ò  And Austen was able to do this despite 
not having ña room of her own,ò instead being compelled to write her novels in the 
family sitting room.

Jane Austen herself recognized the way in which her novels limited their scope to 
ñfeminine issues,ò in contrast to the more epic novels written by men.  She described 
her writing as ñthe little bit (two inches wide) of ivory on which I work with so ýne a 
brush, as produces little effect after much labor.ò  Yet, although Austen limits herself 
to the subject of marriage and family among the English middle class, her satirical 
observations and keen eye for character make her writing universal. 
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The Royal Pavilion in East Sussex, 

Great Britain. A quintessential 

example of Regency architecture. 

 
Jane Austen lives at a period in British history that is now generally referred as ñthe 
Regency.ò  Regency England dates from 1811 until 1820.  The period takes its name 
from King George the IV, who was established as Prince Regent when his father, who 
suffered from intermittent bouts of madness, was pronounced unýt to rule.  The term 
ñregentò applies to someone who rules during the absence, disability or minority of a 
monarch.

The Regency period is associated with an architectural style characterized by 
portentous classicism and playful Gothicism, as well as by a particular style of dress 
and art.  It was the age of the horse, when anyone who went anywhere went on or 
behind one.  There were 25,000 rural blacksmiths for horseshoes alone.  It was also 
the age of the horse fair, tents, the prize-ring, peddlers, sudden violence, gambling 
and coaches.  The railway made its appearance at this time.  R.J. White characterizes 
this period in his book, Life in Regency England (New York: G.P. Putnamôs 
Sons, 1963), in the following words:

The people of the Regency were the children of a world of highwaymen, outlaws and 
old rebellion, of savage sports, horseplay and public riot; of a world where every child 
stood an even chance of dying before the age of ýve; where the scars of small-pox 
were accepted as a normal feature of the human countenance; where parents took 
their children to public executions for a homily on the wages of sin and to bedlam for 
amusement (pp. 17-18).

The following pages of this section describe various aspects of life in Regency 
England, the time and place that Austen observed so vividly.

In Jane Austenôs time, there was no real way for young women of the ñgenteelò classes 
to strike out on their own or be independent. Professions, the universities, and 
politics were not open to women.  Most genteel women could only get money through 
marriage or inheritance.  Even then, a married woman did not control the money; a 
single woman could only be an heiress if she had no brothers.  Unmarried women had 
to live with their families or protectors approved by their families.  



It was almost unheard of for a genteel unmarried woman to live by herself even if she 
was an heiress.  Unmarried women also had to live with their families, or with family-
approved protectors.  Even Queen Victoria had to have her mother living with her 
in the palace in the late 1830s, when she married Albert in spite of the fact that they 
werenôt on speaking terms at that time.  If a young woman left her family without 
its approval, it was a very serious matter.  It was considered a radical break with 
propriety.  

Marriage was not to be entered into lightly.  It was almost always a commitment 
for life.  English divorce law before 1857 was a bizarre holdover from the Middle 
Ages.  The only real ground for divorce was sexual inýdelity of the wife.  A husband 
who wanted to divorce his wife on those grounds had to petition Parliament to sue 
for divorce.  The divorce trial was between the husband and the wifeôs alleged lover, 
while the wife herself watched from the sidelines.  All of this was costly, so only 
the rich could afford to divorce.  Although separation on grounds of cruelty was an 
option, neither spouse had the right to remarry and the husband usually had absolute 
custody rights over any children and could prevent the wife from seeing them at his 
whim.

Any property that a woman possessed before her marriage automatically became her 
husbandôs, unless it was ñsettledò on her.  This gave rise to such ñfortune huntersò as 
we see in the character of Wickham who tries to elope with Georgiana Darcy and her 
Ã30,000 fortune. After the marriage, the woman and her money are legally in the 
husbandôs power.  A settlement in the context of marriage was a legal document that 
ensured that some or all of a wifeôs property ultimately belongs to her and will ñsettleò 
on her children in the event of her death.  However, this did not ensure that she had 
personal control of her money during the marriage.  A settlement can also specify 
the guaranteed amount that the children of a marriage are to inherit.  Five thousand 
pounds were settled on Mrs. Bennet and the children, and to ensure Lydiaôs marriage, 
Mr. Bennet was required to guarantee Lydia and Wickham an equal share of this sum.  

An entail was a legal device that prevented property from being broken up and/or 
descending to the female line. This was a logical extension of the prevalent practice of 
leaving the bulk of oneôs wealth (particularly real estate) to oneôs eldest son or ñheir.ò

In Pride and Prejudice, the entail to which Mr. Collins is heir is treated somewhat 
lightly by Mr. Bennet.  Yet Jane Austen expected her readers to know how serious a 
matter it was for the Bennet daughters to lose Longbourn and live on little more than 
Ã200 a year (the interest on Ã5,000).  Lydia alone cost Mr. Bennet Ã90 a year, so 
their standard of living would drop considerably.  Therefore, Mrs. Bennetôs warning 
to Elizabeth illustrated the stark reality of the time for women of her circumstances:  
ñIf you go on refusing every offer of marriage, you will never get a husbandðand I am 
sure I do not know who is to maintain you when your father is dead.ò

In each of Jane Austenôs novels, with the exception of Emma, her heroines have 
signiýcant ýnancial problems.  Austen used money issues to add humor to her novels 
and drive the romantic tension of her characters.  Behind this was the hard reality 
she shared with her characters.  Women and men in Jane Austenôs social class were 
vulnerable to circumstances in a way that the landed gentry were not.  The gentry 
depended on the power and wealth invested in ownership of land rather than an 
earned income.  For those who worked for a living, the loss of the breadwinner meant 
the loss of income.  They maintained their genteel status, but they might have to do 
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Chapter 19.

Mr. Collins:

ñAlmost as soon as I entered the 

house I singled you out as the 

companion of my future life.ò 



it in debtorôs prison.  Women were especially vulnerable in this respect, since by law 
they had no control over money if they were married and little control if they were 
single.

As a clergyman, Jane Austenôs father was a member of the group of upper 
professional families allied to the landed gentry through social ties and aspirations.  
He married on an annual income of Ã100 which included two hundred acres of 
land as a second source of income.  This later increased to Ã300 a year, but with 
a growing family he was forced to take in students.  When her father died, Jane, 
her sister Cassandra and Mrs. Austen all lived on Ã500 a year.  Although people in 
Austenôs economic group were able to enjoy the social status of the genteel through 
acquired education and manners, this was a mixed blessing.  It meant there was the 
economic pressure to put on an appearance of gentility through such things as dress, 
entertainments and servants.

In Regency England, Ã200 a year made a claim to gentility but only with the 
narrowest style of life.  At Ã400 a year, one approached the comforts of genteel life 
with a cook, housemaid and perhaps a boy.  Mr. Bennetôs Ã2,000 a year would have 
given his family a degree of status and security but it was only at Ã4,000 a year that 
a person knew unlimited genteel comforts and a feeling of security.  This made Mr. 
Bingley a delicious prospect for the Bennet girls with his Ã4,000-5,000.  Mr. Collins 
reminds Elizabeth that she can never hope to have more than Ã40 a year on her own.  
Little did he know she was destined for Darcy and his Ã10,000 a year.  That was the 
interest on a fortune of Ã200,000, equal to the king of England.

Position Number of Families Estimated Average Family Income

The King 1 Ã200,000
Bishops 287 Ã8,000
Baronets 540 Ã3,000
Knights 350 Ã1,500
Gentlemen 20,000 Ã700
Clergy 11,000 Ã500 (lower) Ã120 (higher)
Ofýcers (naval or army) 8,000 Ã139-149
Theatre People 500 Ã200
Lunatic Keepers 40 Ã500
Lunatics 2,500 Ã30
Farmers 160,000 Ã120
Merchants 15,000 Ã800-2,600
Tailors & Shopkeepers 100,000 Ã150
Clerks 30,000 Ã75
Artisans 445,726 Ã55
Peddlers 800 Ã40
Laborers 340,000 Ã31
Paupers 260,179 Ã16.4
Vagrants 220,000 Ã10

Servants were equivalent to a modern household convenience and were commonly 
employed even at the lower income levels.  In the mid-nineteenth century, a maid in 
London received from six to eight pounds per year plus and an allowance for tea 
and beer. Interestingly enough, a lunatic keeper made as much as a clergyman and 
considerably more than an army ofýcer.  
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Chapter 47.

Jane:

ñI never saw any one so shocked.ò 
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Characters in Jane Austenôs novels devote a great deal of energy to critiquing each 
otherôs deportment an gauging how ñgenteelò people appear to be. But what signiýed 
gentility?

On Being a Gentleman
A true Regency gentleman would have been trained in certain skills from an early 
age.  These were essential to oneôs status and attractiveness to the opposite sex.  The 
necessary qualities of a well-bred gentleman included:

Å an elegant manner
Å sensitivity toward nature
Å good knowledge of poetry, art, music and literature  
Å if from a wealthy family, a solid grounding in Greek and Latin and study of the 

lassics at the university level
Å well-reasoned discourse and lively conversational skills
Å zealous attention to the latest fashions in dress
Å dexterity with a weapon
Å the art of wielding a saber ï all gentlemen were armed, since highwaymen and 

street robbers were common
Å dueling was illegal but common; a man was expected to ñdefend his honorò
Å equestrian skills
Å mastery of ñthe ribbonsò (driving a carriage)
Å elegant and masterful deportment and skill on the dance þoor

Jane Austen describes a particularly well-bred gentleman in her novel Persuasion:

Everything united in him; good understanding, correct opinions, knowledge of the 
world, and a warm heart. He had strong feelings of family-attachment and family-
honour, with pride or weakness; he lived with the liberality of a man of fortune, 
without display; éHe was steady, observant, moderate, candid; never run away by 
spirits or by selýshness, which fancied itself strong feeling; and yet, with a sensibility 
to what was amiable and lovely, and value for all the felicities of domestic life ...

On Being a Lady
While men were expected to participate energetically and fully in all aspects of 
Regency life, women were supposed to be content with long, languid days in which 
there was little to do.  Since women did not have careers, it wasnôt considered 
necessary for them to have any skills that werenôt centered on domestic concerns.  

Director Jane Jones comments that listening was the primary duty in life.  The 
exchange of social information dictated oneôs fate.  It is easy to see why the Bennet 
daughters were thrilled at the slightest distraction and sensitive to the least tidbit of 
gossip.  

The qualities of a well-bred lady included:
Å the ability to draw, sing, play music and dance
Å in the days before phonographs and radio, the only music available was 

that which amateur or professional performers could produce on the spot; 
therefore, the ability to play music had great social value

Å the ability to write a good letter
Å some þuency in French and Italian 
Å skill with sewing and needlework
Å a basic education, often gained at home through parents, governesses or tutors
Å depending on oneôs parents, intelligent girls might have the advantage over 

boys
Å there was no centrally organized system of state-supported education in 

Miss Bingley
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Austenôs day; local charity or church-run day schools were not attended by 
ñgenteelò children.

In Jean Jacques Rousseauôs words:

[Girls] are fonder of things of show and ornamentsé from whence we see 
their taste plainly adapted to their destinationé almost all of them learn with 
reluctance to read and write; but readily apply themselves to the use of their 
needles.  I would have a young Englishwoman cultivate her agreeable talents, in 
order to please her future husband, with as much care and assiduity as a young 
Cireassian cultivates hers to ýt her for the harem of an Eastern bashaw.

Like any historical period with a highly deýned sense of itself, common parlance in 
Regency England could be peppered with inventive expressions. What follows are 
a few ñRegenciesò that have unfortunately left our language.  Perhaps they should 
be reintroduced.  They might come in handy during a lively conversation or a ñwell-
reasoned discourse.ò

Society conversation during the Regency era was often sprinkled with fashionable 
expressions borrowed from the French. Elizabeth Bennetôs trend-conscious sister 
Lydia, for example, would be happy to be called a haut ton, but deeply insulted to be 
told sheôs a mushroom.  A ton is a person who is rich, well-born and fashionable while 
a mushroom could also be called a brown-noser, a name-dropper, a gate-crasher and 
a social climber.   

A variation of the word haut ton survives today in the expression ñhigh-toned.ò

In most of Jane Austenôs novels, the walker is portrayed as morally superior to the 
rider.  This view was shared by a number of Romantic poets of her time, many of 
whom Austen read and enjoyed.  One of her favorite poets, William Cowper, writes 
in his poem ñThe Taskò that ñthe sofa suits the gouty limb,ò while the poet ñloved the 
rural walk through lanes.ò  Early 18th-century poet John Gay dedicated a poem to the 
beneýcial effects of walking as opposed to riding in coaches.  This view of walking 
continued into the nineteenth century and was reþected in the writings of its poets.  
Probably the most fervent champion of walking was William Wordsworth.  

In Pride and Prejudice Elizabeth Bennet chooses walking to Netherýeld over riding 
there in order to nurse her sister Jane.  This inspires Darcyôs admiration:  

She has nothing, in short, to recommend her, but being an excellent walker. I 
shall never forget her appearance this morning. She really looked almost wild.

Although the current view toward walking may be less romantic, it certainly has 
a moral tone.  We poke fun at the couch potato and admire the person who is 
physically ýt.  Jane Austen would be right at home, at least in this respect. 

Betting was an integral part of Regency life at every level of society.  A favorite sport 
of the day was the walking wager known as ñpedestrianism.ò This was a competition 
between two or more individuals accepted by one man.  A famous example was 
Captain Barclayôs successful achievement of walking 1,000 miles in 1,000 hours for 

Å beef-witted
Å slowtop
Å chucklehead
Å a fatwit
Å baconbrained
Å nincompoop 

Å jinglebrained
Å scatterwitted
Å a rattlepate
Å caper-witted
Å birdwitted
Å a goose 

Å a windsucker
Å a jaw-me-dead


