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that of Newton, Frederick the Great or
Voltaire, his character more revered
than all of them. There's scarcely a
coachman or a footman or scullery maid
who does not consider him a friend of all
mankind.”

Franklin's fame was due not only to

his scientific reputation, but also to

the French rage for what philosopher
Rousseau called "the natural man.” HW.
Brands commented, "There was a vogue
for things American in France at this
time. Many French intellectuals looked
to America as a new world, as a fresh
world, as a world where human nature
was closer to its natural origins than
the human nature that one found in the
confines of Europe.” And Franklin, of
course, was more than pleased to oblige
the French expectations. When he ar-
rived in Paris, he was wearing a little fur
cap to keep his bald head warm. To the
French, the hat was the embodiment of
the rugged American frontiersman and
proof that Franklin was a true "natu-

ral man.” In fact, Franklin sent back to
America for a large supply of the caps,
which he wore everywhere around
Paris.

Even to Franklin, all of this attention
was surprising, yet he was flattered and
wrote to his daughter, "My picture is
everywhere, on the lids of snuff boxes,
on rings, busts. The numbers sold are
incredible. My portrait is a best seller,
you have prints, and copies of prints
and copies of copies spread everywhere.
Your father’s face is now as well known
as the man in the moon.”
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Supplemental Links & Resources

Josh Kornbluth

http://www.zspace.org/about_collaborators_kornbluth.htm
www.joshkornbluth.com

Socialist Labor Party of America

www.slp.org

Benjamin Franklin
http://www.lexrex.com/enlightened/writings/franklin_on_const.htm
www.pbs.org




