














From NY Magazine

Taxonomy of C

Protect
yourseli—
it's a jungle
out there.

THE NIGHT STALKER

Behavioral trait: Considers self an ace at office
banter; in reality, spreads awkward pauses

and inappropriate comments the way Johnny
Appleseed spread apples. Like a wolf, his sudden
approach toward your cubicle chills the blood.

How to eradicate the menace: Starve him with
lengthy anecdotes about people he doesn’t know.
Change the names of your characters mid-story
just to be an ass.

THE ENDANGERED SPECIES

Behavioral trait: Petulance that must be tolerated
because the perpetrator possesses a unique skill.

Akin to owls around which entire forests must be
maintained.

How to eradicate the menace: Put your trust in
the market. A replacement will come along soon
enough, offering what economists call “the
marginal value of not being an utter tool.”




fiice Creatures

THE BEAST

Behavioral trait: Constantly getting his way by
hanging the threat of a prima donna tirade over
everyone else’s head, like a crocodile who gets the
entire water hole by eating all the monkeys and
antelope trying to get a drink.

How to eradicate the menace: Defeating an office
monster head-to-head is possible, but might
require you to act despicably yourself—after all, the
person who kills crocodiles is a poacher.

THE WHIMPERER

Behavioral trait: Acting continually put-upon but
never explaining why, like a neighbor’s dog that
incessantly expresses its displeasure at your mere
presence.

How to eradicate the menace: Can eventually be
turned into an ally with the right combination of
patience, kindness, and food-related bribery.

THE NUISANCE

Behavioral trait: Constant, public naysaying of
statements and positions you hadn’t even realized
anyone could find objectionable. Reminiscent

of the mouse that continues to show up despite
your most conscientious efforts to maintain an
environment free from mouse nutrients.

How to eradicate the menace: Poison.



Coordinate several people to help you play this prank. Have
them take turns throughout the day calling the victim and
asking for “Larry.” At the end of the day, have someone make
the final call and say “This is Larry. Do you have any messages
for me?”

Tie a piece of cord under the victim’s office chair to hold down
the lever that adjusts the chair height. (When you sit on the
chair it will slide all the way down, but as soon as you stand up
the chair will rise all the way up.) All the ups and downs will
drive the victim crazy.

Go into the victim’s office and locate every pencil and pen in
their desk. Paint the tips with clear nail polish. When they try
to write, none of them will work. (After the prank is revealed,
the nail polish can be removed by dipping the pens and pencils
in polish remover.)

Take about 20 (or more) paper or plastic cups, place them on
the victim’s desk and fill them with water. Then take a stapler
and staple them all together. You can also put the cups on the
floor blocking their door, or just about anywhere.

Find a small rubber ducky, remove the jug from the office
water cooler, and squeeze the duck inside. Replace the jug and
wait for the fun!

This prank is for a co-worker who has an office with a glass
window in the door. Find a box slightly bigger than the window,
cut off one end and tape it to the door around the window
(with the open end at the top). Fill the box with empty cans,
balloons, packing peanuts, or other item of your choice. When
your victim looks in the window it will look like the entire room
is filled! For added effect, put a chair or something behind the
door to make it hard to open.



Where did the first coffee mugs come from and who invented
them? To fully understand, we must go back to the origin of
coffee. Most people may be shocked to discover that coffee
has been around since the 11th century. |n the ninth century,
the Ethiopians were the first experts to cultivate coffee. Later,
when the Arab world started to expand their horizons, they
eventually came across Ethiopia and had their first contact
with coffee. It was an experience that left an enduring taste in
their mouths, and the Arab world developed many different
brands of coffee from light tasting Nescafe, to the thick
consistency and strong taste of Turkish coffee.

The English word “coffee” began developed from from the
[talian “café”, which itself was an evolution of the Turkish word
“kahve.” However, we still have not reached the tru origin. The
original word for coffee, qahwar al-bun, is Arabic and means
“wine of the bean”. Now that we know a little bit more about
the history of coffee, we can turn to the history of the coffee

mug.

Archaeologists have found old bones carved from whales that
were used for drinking dating back to the Stone Age. From
there we can make a giant leap to the first coffee shop built in
modern recorded history in 1475. This shop in Constantinople
would have used coffee mugs made of wood. Now take a
giant leap to present day mugs’ functionality and durability.
Mugs are a staple in almost every household and a whole
industry has been built around them. You can get a mug with
your dog’s picture on it. You can get a mug in the shape of

your favorite athletic ball. You can get a mug in the shape of
Elvis. Now take a giant leap into the future and picture mugs
that keep coffee at a specific temperature indefinitely. Or a
virtual coffee mug!!

No means of communication has revolutionized the daily

lives of ordinary people more than the telephone. The actual
history of the telephone is a subject of complex dispute. The
controversy began with the success of the invention and
continues today. Some of the inventors credited with inventing
the telephone include Antonio Meucci, Philip Reis, Elisha
Gray and Alexander Graham Bell. Bell's experiments with his
assistant Thomas Watson finally proved successful on March
10, 1876, when the first complete sentence was transmitted:
“Watson, come here; | want you.”.
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Original Sources and Links to Further Research

http://nymag.com/quides/2007/officelife/30012/
http://nymag.com/quides/2007/officelife/30017/
http://aprilfoolzone.com/office.htm
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1172212,00.htm|
http://www.stainlessmugs.org/history-of-coffee-and-coffee-mug.html
http://www.ideafinder.com/history/inventions/telephone.htm



