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For younger students
1 Read Dickens’ A Christmas Carol.

2 Ask students which character is their  
favorite and why.

3 Have students read one of Dickens’ other 
Christmas stories, such as The Cricket on the 
Hearth. What similarities can the  
students find?

4 Ask students to share their family’s Christmas 
traditions to see which are common and which 
are unique.

5 Have students research the Christmas 
traditions of other countries. Also, have 
student research other seasonal holidays and 
their traditions (such as Kwanzaa and 
Hanukkah). What are the similarities and 
differences around the world?

6 Ask students’ opinions on Scrooge and his 
greediness. Why was it important that the 
ghosts visited Scrooge? Why is he better off 
afterwards? What was Dickens trying to teach 
us about greed?

7 Have students host their own Christmas party, 
incorporating Victorian traditions and/or 
those of different countries.

8 Have students learn some traditional Christmas carols. Have 
them sing them for various audiences.

9 Take up a collection of food, clothing, and toys and donate 
them to a local charity that will distribute them to  
the needy.

For older students
1 Read Dickens’ A Christmas Carol or listen to a notable 

reading of it, such as Patrick Stewart’s.

2 Ask students to discuss the story. In what ways is the story 
an allegory? What do some of the different characters 
mean? Why is this important to the overall message of  
the story?

3 What role does social criticism play in the story? Why do 
you think Dickens included it?

4 Read another novel by Dickens. What similarities exist 
between the two? How does this reflect upon Dickens’ life? 
How does this reflect the society of the time?

5 Compare and contrast the ghosts. What is the function of 
each? What differences exist between the three and why? Is 
one spirit more important than another? Why do you think 
Dickens chose ghosts to teach Scrooge a lesson?

6 What is Dickens trying to say about wealth? When do you 
have enough? Is wealth inherently bad, even if it can be used 
for good? What distinguishes between good and  
bad wealth?

7 Many people today argue that Christmas is too 
commercialized and that the true meaning is lost. They 
argue that people spend too much time decorating, 
preparing meals, and throwing parties. However, Scrooge 
didn’t do any of this and he is regarded as “the bad guy” of 
the story. What is the difference between two ends of the 
spectrum? Why do we complain about Scrooge’s anti-
holiday spirit at the same time we complain about spending 
too much time celebrating? Is one side right and one side 
wrong? What is the heart of the matter?

8 Spend time researching holiday traditions from different 
parts of the world, as well as Victorian Christmas traditions. 
Have students host a party incorporating these ideas.

9 Have students learn some traditional Christmas carols. Have 
them sing them for various audiences.

10 Take up a collection of food, clothing, and toys and donate 
them to a local charity that will distribute them to  
the needy.

Suggested Questions/Activities
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