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MEDIA RELEASE
Explore Transformation and Love with a Staged Reading of
The Music Man, Starring Vin Shambry and Leah Yorkston

"The Music Man offers a spirited and moving look at the way the
arts can transform a community.” –Marissa Wolf
April 21, 2021 — PORTLAND, OR. The musical that celebrates the power of transformation is
the focus of the next PCS Remix: Staged Reading series. The Music Man Staged Reading will be
presented virtually on May 7 and May 8, with live performances broadcast at 7:30 p.m. Tickets
are on sale now.

The Music Man was created by Meredith Willson (book, music, and lyrics) and is based on a
story by Willson and Franklin Lacey. The staged reading will feature a selection of songs and
scenes exploring the romantic journey. Artistic Director Marissa Wolf will direct, with three
artists bringing the musical to life in the classic workshop format, with scripts on music stands.

Vin Shambry will take on the role of the ne’er-do-well traveling salesman Harold Hill and Leah
Yorkston will play the town librarian and music teacher, Marian Paroo. Eric Little will provide
music direction and piano accompaniment, and play some of the townspeople along the way.
Following the performance, the team will share insights into the world of the musical.

TICKETS & INFO
Audiences have two chances to catch this virtual staged reading. Two live performances will be
broadcast at 7:30 p.m. on May 7 and 8. Tickets are Pay What You Will, starting at $5, and can be
reserved at pcs.org. The estimated runtime is 60 minutes. ASR captions will be available.

THE MUSIC MAN STAGED READING
Con man Harold Hill means to make a quick buck and be on his way, but when he brings music
to a small, conservative town, it bursts open the imaginations and hearts of everyone in it —
including Harold himself! This staged reading will investigate the surprising central love story
between Harold Hill and Marian Paroo, whose worlds are turned upside down when they find
connection in the midst of a glorious upheaval.

THE ARTISTIC TEAM
The Music Man Staged Reading will be helmed by Marissa Wolf (The Curious Incident of the Dog
in the Night-Time, Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley), with music direction/accompaniment
by Eric Little (Fun Home, The Last Five Years). Vin Shambry (Community Voices Project, Our
Town) will play Harold Hill and Leah Yorkston (Sweeney Todd) will take on the role of Marian
Paroo. Janine Vanderhoff (Hedwig and the Angry Inch) will be the Stage Manager.

SPECIAL EVENTS RELATED TO THE MUSIC MAN

Listen Between the Lines: The Music Man with Amir Shirazi
May 3 at 7 p.m. • $20 • Online via Zoom
Learn to listen between the lines to gain a deeper understanding of The Music Man. This class
will explore the song structure, style, motifs, and more, of some of the favorite tunes from the
show, such as "Seventy-Six Trombones," "My White Knight," and "Til There Was You."

Trouble with a Capital T — Re-imaging the Musical
May 6 at 7 p.m. • FREE • Streamed on YouTube, Facebook, and Twitch
"Why this show, now?" In this panel discussion, we'll focus this question on the world of
musicals, both new and canonical, to talk about what we love — and what we're leaving behind
— as we re-imagine the beloved musical for our times. Featuring William Carlos Angulo (In the
Heights), Melissa Crespo (Native Gardens), Isaac Lamb (The Bells That Still Can Ring), Associate
Artistic Director Chip Miller (Hedwig and the Angry Inch), and Artistic Director Marissa Wolf.

PORTLAND CENTER STAGE
Portland Center Stage is among the top 20 regional theaters in the country. Established in 1988
as a branch of Oregon Shakespeare Festival, the company became independent in 1994. Under
the leadership of Artistic Director Marissa Wolf and Managing Director Cynthia Fuhrman, the
company produces a mix of classic, contemporary, and world premiere productions, along with
a variety of high quality education and community programs. As part of its dedication to new
play development, the company has produced 28 world premieres, many of which were
developed at its new works festival, JAW. Portland Center Stage’s home is at The Armory, a
historic building originally constructed in 1891. After a major renovation, The Armory opened in
2006 as the first building on the National Register of Historic Places, and the first performing
arts venue in the country, to achieve a LEED Platinum rating.

Portland Center Stage is committed to identifying and interrupting instances of racism and all
forms of oppression, through the principles of inclusion, diversity, equity, and accessibility
(IDEA). Learn more at pcs.org/idea.

Portland Center Stage is funded in part by Season Superstars Lead Corporate Champion
Umpqua Bank, and the Regional Arts and Culture Council. Further support comes from US Bank;
Mary and Don Blair; Tim and Mary Boyle; the National Endowment for the Arts; and the Oregon
Arts Commission, a state agency funded by the state of Oregon and the National Endowment
for the Arts.
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